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* Why did the Bishop of Rome come to be recognized as the earthly
head of the church? Several reasons may be given: (1) the belief
that the bishops of Rome were the successors of Peter (who was
thought to be the first bishop of Rome and the recipient of Christ
given authority over the whole church, Matt. 16:18-19; (2) the fact
that the Rcman church was located in the capital city of the e'“prrc
(3) the tradition that both Peter and Paul died in Rome; (4) the fact
that the Roman bishops had been unwaveringly o"?*cr‘m in the
midst of heresy and schism; (S) the fact that the Roman church had
been the first church to suffer imperial persecution; (6) tbe fact that
the ot.l"er fom archb mops had for various reasons faded away
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