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HISTORY

Violence against women has been accepted and even condoned throughout
history. More than 2,000 years ago, Roman law gave a man life and death authonn

over his wife,

In the 18th Century, English common law gave a man permission to discipline his
wife and children with a stick or whip no wider than his thumb

This "rule of thumb" prevailed in England and America until the late 19th
century. Many feminists claim violence against women is the result of a deepl
entrenched patriarchal culture
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