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g B THE BEGINNINGS OF

22l ESTRUCTIVE HIGHER CRITICISM

Destructive higher criticism of the Bible was the outgrowth
of eighteenth century rationalism. It h{l’* its beginning in
A.D. 1753 with Jean Astruc, a Frenchman. It a Jr)roacnes the
Bible, not as a divine revelation, but as a product of
religious evolution. It believes the Bible to be the work of

human authors and that itis to be judged by the same rules

of literary criticism that are applied to other literary
oroductions, so it feels itself free to question the
authorship, t.. unity, the date, the genuineness, etc., of
each of the Bible's |
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