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Enlightenment is man's emergence from his . sz?!f Limposed i :mmawm) [2] Immarurity is
lhe inability to use one’s under\t.mdmu w :1huut‘ guidance from another. This immaturity
is self~imposed when its cause lies not in lack of umlcr:.lamlmg, but in lack o[ resolve and
courage to usc it without guidance from another, Sapere - thde'[.:»] *Have courage to usc
your own understanding!™--that is the motto of ‘,nlug,htcmm.m

I
2. Laziness and cowardice are the reasons why S0 great a proportion of men, long after
nature has released them from alien guidance (nmm a-liter maiorennes),| 4] nonetheless
gladly remain in lifelong immatunity, and why l[ 50 casy for others to establish
Lhemselves as their uuardmm It 15 50 easy Lo bell immature. [11 have a book (o serve as
my understanding, a pastor to serve as my conscience, a physician to determine my diet
for me. and so on, I need not exert myseltat all. 1 need not think, if only I can pay: others
will readily undertake the irksome work for me| The guardians who have so benevolently
taken over the supervision of men have carefully seen to it that the lar greatest part of
them (mcludmg the entire fair set) ream‘d ral-.mg the slep to maturity as very d'moerous
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